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Comparative Analysis of Investigative Technology vs. Technological Investigation: Exploring
Investigative Thinking
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Abstract
The development of the Internet has also led to huge changes in the forms and methods of
crime. The "physical world" and "entity identity"” that are the traditional targets of criminal
investigation have gradually shifted to the "online world" and "virtual ID". Many investigators
have People who are not familiar with computer information have "technological anxiety".
When faced with the investigation of Internet cases, technical obstacles often form bottlenecks,
making it impossible to bring criminals to justice. The purpose of criminal investigation is the



process of systematically searching, collecting and analyzing information to confirm criminal
facts and suspects. To achieve this goal, investigators must be able to obtain, judge and analyze
relevant information, formulate and verify investigation hypotheses and directions, until the
criminal facts and suspects are confirmed. In cybercrimes, criminals use the "network™ to
commit crimes, which are connected to the physical world and cannot be separated. If
investigators are limited by network technology, they neglect collecting and analyzing
information, forming and verifying hypotheses, etc. in criminal investigation. , which will
result in the inability to give full play to the investigation efficiency. For this reason, this article
discusses the distinction and differences between “investigation technology” and
"technological investigation" based on the nature of criminal investigation. It takes the
investigation process of the "Internet Child Sexual Exploitation Crime Investigation Case" as
the case study object. The suspect involved in the case used a card commonly known as a
BlackBerry card. After using a SIM card with a Hong Kong phone number to surf the Internet
and registering a social software account with fake information, use a BlackBerry card
(overseas phone number starting with +852) to roam the Internet in the country, randomly
looking for prey on social networking sites and dating platforms, and luring underage girls.
Self-portraits of nude photos, sex trade of underage girls through media, and sale of emerging
drugs such as rainbow cigarettes and poisonous coffee bags. This article attempts to analyze the
investigative assumptions and thinking from case initiation to case construction, and outlines
the integration of traditional investigation and technological investigation to cope with new The
model of pattern crime serves as a reference for our country’s investigative thinking training

and teaching research in today’s Internet era.

Keywords: Internet crime, investigative thinking, investigative technology, technological
investigation.
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